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Instructions 
Group leaders, take some time before your gathering to look over these questions.  Ask the Holy Spirit to 
guide you and pick 3-5 questions to discuss, which pertain to your group’s unique needs and style.   
 
For the video related questions, look up the video in RightNow Media.  You can do this on a phone, tablet, 
computer, or SmartTV device.  You can easily find the video by clicking on the “Revolution Church” channel 
within the app.  If you or a group member needs access to RightNow Media, please email 
info@revolutionky.org.  
 
SPECIAL NOTE: Consider meeting this week via Zoom or Hangouts.  If your group uses videos for discussion, 
you may want to have your group watch them ahead of time and then meet to discuss what you’ve watched. 
 
Series Synopsis 
According to its author, the gospel of John was written “so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). Over and 
over again in this gospel Jesus refers to himself as “I am,” connecting himself to God as the one who reveals 
the Father to the world. The God who was named “I AM” to Moses and Israel, now revealed in Christ the Son. 
In this series we will explore seven of the “I am” statements and metaphors of Jesus, as they draw us deeper 
into the mystery of God and show us the way to life in Jesus’ name.  
 
Message Synopsis 
We are called to a life with God through relationship, friendship, presence, bearing fruit and abiding with 
Christ. Together we give life and bear fruit. But sometimes, in order to give life, we must be pruned. Too often 
we attach ourselves to other forms of life that are not the life of Jesus or the Spirit. That which does not bring 
life (habits, idols, sin, etc.) must be cut away so that we can bear more fruit of love and grace. 
 
Key Scriptures 
John 15:1-17 is our key Scripture for this week, but you may also relate passages such as Isaiah 5:1-7, Romans 
11:11-24, Matthew 6:24 and James 2:14-26. 
 
Questions Related to This Week’s Message 
 
1. What stood out to you about this week’s message about the vine? 

 
2. Take time to read together John 15:1-17.  Pay special attention to verses 12-17 for the following questions: 

a. Just after speaking of the vine and abiding, Jesus reminds His disciples of His command to love one 
another after His own example.  How does this pertain to the analogy of the vine and the message 
of staying connected to Christ? 

b. “Greater love has no one than this…”  Jesus then speaks of laying down His life, but also He is 
referring to the disciples laying down their lives for each other.  What happens, however, if we are 
connected to the vine, as the disciples were, and it dies?  Read Romans 6:5-11 and discuss what 
this means in your life. 

c. What is the difference between a servant and a friend?  Why does friendship require revelation?  
How does this insight impact the relationships you have within your group? 

d. Do you more easily identify as being Jesus’ servant or His friend?  Why? 



e. Jesus reminds the disciples that they have been chosen and appointed.  None of them came and 
asked to follow Jesus, though they did willingly choose to answer His call.  This is a sign of 
prevenient grace, that God calls us and enables us to respond to His call.  How do you know God 
has chosen and appointed you?  If He has chosen and appointed you, do you still struggle with 
trying to earn His grace?  Why or why not? 

f. Jesus sums up the entire passage with an explanation – “These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another.”  Is this the end goal that we love each other?  Is this why we stay connected 
to the vine?  Or is loving God our end goal?  Or can the two even be separated?  Discuss this in your 
group. 
 

3. Now that you’ve discussed verses 12-17, go back and re-read verses 1-11.  How do you read these verses 
differently in light of the last 6 verses? 
 

Video and Discussion Questions from RightNow Media 
 
“The Gardener Series (Session 2 – The Gardener)” by Adam Weber – WATCH STARTING AT 19:15 TO THE END 
(located in the “Renovation Group Bible Studies” channel) 
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/content/series/274725?episode=2 
NOTE: You could also consider watching this entire video at home this week and discussing via Zoom or 
Hangouts with some of your own thoughts and questions. 
 
1. Adam uses a lamp as an analogy to explain the message of the vine.  What similarities and differences do 

you see between the lamp and the vine?  What holes are there in these analogies? 
 

2. What are some of the things you are plugged into?  How do the things you feed off of affect your fruit, 
your thoughts, your self-worth and identity, your peace, and your impact on others around you? 
 

3. How has plugging in to the vine helped you overcome things in your life such as addictions, difficulties, 
hurts, and negative self-image? 
 

4. Why is it so hard to stay plugged in? 
 

5. Adam asks a very important question for all of us today… are you alive?  Discuss honestly with your group 
and pray for one another to receive new life in Christ, as each has need. 

 
Family-Related Questions: 
 
1. What are your kids plugged into?  How do these things affect their personalities, their attitudes, their 

peace, their confidence? 
 

2. Have your kids learned from your example?  How can you better demonstrate a life that abides in the 
vine?  How can you help your kids to stay connected to sources that feed them life, love, and confidence to 
help them be who God created them to be and to bear abundant fruit? 


