THE ADVENT WREATH
The tradition of what we know as our modern Advent Wreath began in 18th century
Germany in the Lutheran church. It became a sign for Christians to use as they waited for
the celebration of Christ’s birth.
While we are waiting for the celebration we can experience and celebrate the goodness of
God through this wreath. The evergreen wreath is a sign of God’s faithfulness to God’s
people. Each candle is a reminder of the light of Christ. The first candle symbolizes the
Hope we have in Christ. The second candle reminds us that Christ came to bring Peace.
The third candle reveals the Joy of Christ’s coming. The fourth candle represents the Love
of God through Jesus Christ. The center candle is known as the Christ candle and it is lit to
proclaim the birth of Jesus. These are things we do not need to wait for, we only need to
pause for a moment and look for them.
This year, Advent begins Sunday, November 28th and we invite you to create your own
Advent Wreath to aid you as you move through the season of Advent with your family.
Maybe each of your children would enjoy creating their very own set of candles and you
can enjoy seeing their individuality expressed this season. Each week of Advent, you will
have the opportunity to color an Advent candle and say a prayer as you add a candle to
your display.
We encourage you to cut out the candles and display them in a creative way; make a
poster, hang them on your refrigerator, post them near your doorway or in a window to
share with the neighborhood. Or you can use the paper “wreath” and place each of the
candles on the appropriate circle. It is our hope that our various Advent resources will
deepen your connection with God and your family as you journey together through
Advent.
There are some instructions and photos on the next few pages. We would also love to see
photos and hear stories of your experience. Feel free to email us pictures or tag us on
Facebook so we can all join together in this beautiful and creative expression of faith.

INSTRUCTIONS
Building your Illustrated Advent Wreath doesn’t require many supplies. Feel free to get
creative when you color/decorate your candles.
Supplies needed:
•
•
•
•

The paper printouts of the candles
A pair of scissors.
Tape (or a glue stick).
Coloring pencils/crayons/markers.
Steps:

1. We would recommend coloring the candle first.
2. Once the candle has been colored, cut around the outline of the candle, being
careful not to cut off the tabs at the bottom of the candle or the tab on the side (this
is how you will tape/glue the candle together and affix the candle to the wreath).
3. Then you will want to roll the paper into a candle shape so that the colored side of
the candle reaches over to the dotted line of the tab on the side that has been left
uncolored. You will want to use small rolls of tape, or glue on the uncolored portion,
and affix it under the colored portion of the candle.
4. Once your candle is taped/glued, take the small tabs at the bottom, and either fold
them outward or inward (depending on how you want the candle to look), and place
glue or small rolls of tape on the folded portion of the tab that will affix onto the
wreath, and secure your candle onto the wreath.
5. Add a new candle each week and watch your Illustrated Advent Wreath grow!
There are some photos and additional instructions on the following page.
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