
                 Week #3: Everlasting Father 
          December 12 – December 17, 2021 

 
Instructions: 
Group leaders, take some time before your gathering to look over these questions. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide 
you as you pick 3-5 questions to discuss that pertain to your group’s unique style and needs. 
 

 
 
 
Series: What is God like? 
While much about who God is and how God works remains a mystery, we can know what God is like through 

the revelations of God that have been given to us: the images and names of God revealed in scripture, the 
tradition and experience of the Church, and at Christmastime through the greatest revelation of all, the birth 

of Jesus Christ. 
“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell…” Col 1:19 

Join us this Advent as we reflect on four of the many names given to the Messiah (Wonderful Counselor, 
Almighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace) and discover how the gift of Jesus fulfilled the long-awaited 

expectations of the people and the plan of God to bring hope, joy, peace, and love to all creation. 
 

Message description: 
Everlasting Father- the king was expected to care for the people like family, including the most vulnerable, by 
providing for, protecting, and defending them. He was to be reliable over the course of generations and 
generations, and therefore able to bring about endless peace and justice. But could a human king really be 
expected to do all of that? Israel’s kings continued to disappoint one after another. But King Jesus? He was the 
one who truly continued the mission of God the Creator, to extend the family and to make a way so that all 
may enjoy everlasting life.  
 
Key Scriptures 
Colossians 1:15-20 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
Check out these additional resources with your group, family, or on your own: 

> Advent Countdown to Christmas with Names for Jesus- https://revolutionky.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/Advent-Countdown-to-Christmas.pdf 

> Advent Wreath to color at home- https://revolutionky.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Advent-
Wreath.pdf 

> Advent Prayer Walk- https://revolutionky.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Advent-Prayer-walk.pdf 
> Advent Devotional, Unwrapping the Names of Jesus- https://www.amazon.com/Unwrapping-Names-

Jesus-Advent-Devotional/dp/0802416721 
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Questions Related to This Week’s Message: 
 

1. What attributes do you associate with God as Father? 
2. Do you think it is problematic (or limited) to consider God as like a father, or mother, or parent? Why 

or why not?  
3. How has your own experience as a child and/or parent informed how you understand God as Father, 

or even like a mother? 
4. Why is it important that we understand why Jesus called God, Father? What does this reveal about the 

relationship between God the Father and Jesus the Son? 
 
 
 

Going Deeper:  
 

I. In the teaching, we discussed how Jesus carries on the work of the Everlasting Father by opening the way 
so that more might become part of the family of God. Consider studying a few of the scriptures below on 
how Jesus completes the work of God as family-creator, sustainer, maker. Jesus says: 
 

- I will not leave you as orphans (John 14:18) 
- I go to prepare a place for you (John 14:13) 
- I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6) 
- This is your mother (John 19:26-27) 
- Let the children come to me (Luke 18:15-17) 
- Calls disciples his little children- commands them to love one another (John 13:33) 

 
After each that you study, ask: 

- How does Jesus establish familial relationships in each example? 
- What does it mean to you to be a part of the family of God? 
- What attributes do you see of Jesus here that would be like a father or parent? 

 
 
 
II. To explore other images of God using mothering language, consider: 

- Hosea 13:8 God described as a mother bear 
- Deuteronomy 32:11-12 God described as a mother eagle 
- Deuteronomy 32:18 God who gives birth 
- Isaiah 66:13 God as a comforting mother 
- Isaiah 49:15 God compared to a nursing mother 
- Isaiah 42:14 God as a woman in labor 
- Psalm 131:2 God as a Mother 
- Matthew 23:37 and Luke 13:34 God as a Mother Hen 

 
- What is your initial reaction to hearing God described in this way? Does it make you uncomfortable, 

why or why not? 
- How do these images speak to you, encourage you, or challenge you? 
- Have you ever felt God present to you like a mother (nourished, comforted, protected)? 

 
 

 


